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measures for the publication thereof, and for its execution upon her person inasmuch as they deem her to have fully merited her fate, adding that her detention is, and would continue to be a source of daily peril, not to our life alone, but to themselves and their posterity, and to the public welfare of this kingdom, as well in the matter of the Gospel and the true religion of Christ, as for the peace and tranquillity of the realm, and remonstrating against farther delay on our part in granting a commission to execute said sentence; in order amply to satisfy the prayers of our Parliament, by whom we are informed every day that all our loyal subjects, as well of the nobility, than whom no advisers could be wiser and more devoted, as of those of humbler condition, out of their humble and affectionate solicitude for our life, and consequent dread of the destruction of the present divinely happy state of the realm, if we fail to execute said sentence, do consent to, and desire its execution, although the general and constant requests, entreaties and advice urge us in a direction contrary to our natural inclination, nevertheless, being well persuaded of the weight of their continual representations, as tending to the security of our person, and likewise that of every inhabitant of our kingdom; we have at last consented and given order that justice be done, and for the execution of said Mary. And considering our entire confidence in your fidelity and loyalty, and especially of your devoted affection for our person and our common country, of which you are noble and worthy ornaments, we do command and enjoin you, upon sight hereof, to repair to Fotheringay Castle, where the said Queen of Scotland now is, in the keeping of our friend, and trusty servant and adviser, Sir Amy as Paulet, and there to take custody of the said Queen of Scotland, and see
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